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CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF UNITED 
STATES CITIZEN SAEED ABEDINI AND CON- 
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN FOR 
ITS PERSECUTION OF RELIGIOUS MINORI- 
TIES 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2013 

House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Washington, DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:30 p.m., in room 
2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Pursuant to notice, for purposes of markup, 
I call up H. Res. 147, calling for the release of United States citizen 
Saeed Abedini, and condemning the Government of Iran for its per- 
secution of religious minorities. 

The clerk will read. 

Mr. Pena. H. Res. 147, calling for the release of United States 
citizen Saeed Abedini, and condemning the Government of Iran 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Without objection, the measure is considered 
as read and open for amendment at any point. 

[H. Res. 147 follows:] 
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113th congress 
1st Session 


H. RES. 


147 


Oalliiig' for Uie i-elease of Iljiifed Slates citizen Saeed Abediiii and condemning 
the Goeeniment of IraTi for its persecntioii of religions Tninorities. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATUH^S 

Ai'rie 10, 2013 

Mr. CIVSSIDT (for himself, Mr. L.AIiRADOK, Mr. Watqiak, Ms. Bonamici, Mr. 
Franks of Anzona, Mr. Harris, Mr. Mhadows, Mr. Siivirson, Mr. 
Adesholt, Mrs. ILartzlek, Mr. McHenry, Mr. .Bachus, Mr. Gar- 
rett, Mr. Jones, Mr. Weber of Texas, Mr. .Roskam, Mr. Westaiore- 
L.AND, Mr. Fincher, Mn Holt, Mr. McGovern, Mr, Btj(.tlvnan, Mr. 
Benihhuk, Mr. Stockman, Mr. HuioijSkami', Mr. Gh.amur, Mr. 
TTultgrun, Air. Bentivolio, Mr. Pitts, Air. Bridunstink, Mr. 
Nbugbbaiiek, Mr. Schocic, Mr. Latta, Mr. Nuxnblbb, Mr. Blbcibss, 
Mr. King of New York, Mr. AYbbster of Florida, Mr. Johnson of Ohio, 
Mr. Palazzo, Mr. Scalisb, Mr. Lankford, Mr. Olson, Mrs. Lltmmis, 

Mr. MtjIjTjTN, Mr. IjONG, and Mr. WOTF) submitted the following resohi- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign rlffairs 


RESOLUTION 

(.U,Uing for the release of United States citizen Saeed Abedini 
and condemning the Goveniment of Tran for its persecu- 
tion of religious niiuoiities. 

Whereas Saeed Abedini has been sentenced to 8 years in pris- 
on in Iran after being tried for his religious beliefs and 
convicted for undermining the (loAiernment of Iran; 
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Whereas Iran is a member of the United Nations and a sig~ 
natoiy of the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

Wdiereas Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights states that “Eveiyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience, and religion; this right includes free- 
dom to change his religion or belief, and freedom either 
alone or in community with others and in public or pri- 
vate, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, prac- 
tice, worship and obseiwanee”; 

Adiereas the Universal Declaration of Human Rights lists 
Iran as one of the countries that remains a chronic and 
systematic violator of religious freedom; and 

Wdicrcas in October 2012, the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran has stated that a 
vide range of human rights liolations, including illegal 
limits on freedom of expression, failures of legal due 
process, attacks on freedom of religion, and the vrongful 
imprisoumeiit of children: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives — 

2 (1) condemns the Goverument of Iran for its 

3 persecution of religious minorities, including Saeed 

4 Abedini; 

5 (2) calls on the Government of Iran to release 

6 Saeed Abedini to the United States; and 

7 (3) calls on the United States Government to 

8 work aggressively for the quick release of Saeed 

9 Abedini by designating additional Iranian officials, 

as appropriate, for human rights abuses pursuant to 


10 
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1 section 105 of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions. 

2 Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010. 


C 


Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. I thank the author of this bill, Bill Cassidy, 
for bringing forth this important legislation this afternoon. Despite 
Rouhani’s rhetoric and his charm offensive, every indication is that 
he continues in his predecessor’s footsteps and has not halted or 
even curbed the regime’s systematic and widespread human rights 
violations. 

Since he took office, the Iranian regime has conducted over 200 
executions, with nearly 20 being conducted in public, and has re- 
newed its repression of the media and civil society. 

Religious minorities have also gotten no reprieve from the re- 
gime. Last month, four Iranian Christians were sentenced to 80 
lashes for drinking sacramental wine during communion, and this 
past summer an Iranian Christian convert was sentenced to 10 
years in prison for distributing Bibles. 

This past August an American citizen. Pastor Saeed Abedini, was 
convicted and given an 8-year sentence for what the regime said 
was undermining the government. In reality, he was arrested and 
convicted for preaching his Christian faith. Earlier this month Ira- 
nian authorities transferred Pastor Saeed to a notorious prison 
that is reserved for Iran’s most violent criminals, and where his life 
is in danger on a daily basis. 

These are not isolated incidents, and it is time for the Iranian 
regime to end its persecution of religious minorities and imme- 
diately release Saeed and others like him. By passing H. Res. 147, 
we will send a strong message to Pastor Saeed, his family, and to 
the Iranian people who wish to practice their faiths openly and 
freely. We stand with them during this time of despair, and we will 
continue to press for respect of human rights in Iran. Let’s bring 
Pastor Saeed home so that he can reunite with his wife and two 
children, where he belongs. 

[The prepared statement of Ms. Ros-Lehtinen follows:] 
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Statement by the Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
Chairman, Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa 
Subcommittee Markup of H.Res. 147: Calling for the release of United States citizen Saeed 
Abedini and condemning the Government of Iran for its persecntion of religions minorities 
Wednesday, November 13, 2013; 1:50 p.m. 2172 Rayburn 

T thank the author of this bill. Bill Cassidy, for bringing forth this important legislation this 
afternoon. 

Despite Rouhani’s rhetoric and his charm offensive, every indication is that he continues in his 
predecessors footsteps, and has not halted or even curbed the regime’s systematic and 
widespread human rights violations. Since he took office, the Iranian regime has conducted over 
200 executions - with nearly 20 being conducted in public - and has renewed its repression of 
the media and civil society. 

Religious minorities have also gotten no reprieve from the regime. Last month four Iranian 
Christians were sentenced to 80 lashes for drinking sacramental wine during communion, and 
this past summer an Iranian Christian convert was sentenced to 10 years in prison for distributing 
bibles. This past August, an American citizen. Pastor Saeed Abedini, was convicted and given an 
eight year sentence for what the regime said was undermining the government. In reality, he was 
arrested and convicted for preaching his Christian faith. Earlier this month Iranian authorities 
transferred Pastor Saeed to a notorious prison that is reserved for Iran’s most violent criminals, 
and where his life is in danger on a daily basis. 

These are not isolated incidents, and it is time for the Iranian regime to end its persecution of 
religious minorities, and immediately release Saeed and others like him. 

By passing H, Res. 147 we will send a strong message to the Pastor Saeed, his family, and to the 
Iranian people who wish to practice their faith freely and openly that we stand with them during 
this time of despair, and we will to continue to press for respect of human rights in Iran. 

Let’s bring Pastor Saeed home so that he can reunite with his wife and two children, where he 
belongs. 

Thank you and I now recognize Ranking Member Deutch for his remarks on the resolution. 


Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. I would now like to recognize any member 
from the Democratic side to speak for Mr. Deutch in support of the 
resolution if they wish. 

Fearless Leader Cicilline. 

Mr. Cicilline. Thank you, Madam Chair, and I would like to 
also compliment Mr. Cassidy and say what an important piece of 
legislation this is, and how important it is that we send a very 
strong message on this issue. And I thank the chair for convening 
the hearing and calling for the markup. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Thank you, sir. 

I would like to recognize any members who seek recognition on 
the Republican side if they wish to speak. 

Mr. Cotton of Arkansas is recognized. 

Mr. Cotton. I am proud to sponsor this legislation, as well, call- 
ing for the release of Pastor Saeed Abedini, who has been arrested 
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and in prison since last year. Pastor Abedini traveled to Iran many 
times over the last 4 years to open an orphanage and preach his 
Christian faith, all with the approval of the Iranian regime. Since 
he has been arrested, he has been subject to brutal beatings for 
nothing more than ministering, and now he has been transferred 
to Karaj, a notorious prison where murder is an all too common oc- 
currence. 

I hope that our administration strongly urges the Iranian regime 
to release Pastor Abedini so he can be reunited with his family. 
Unfortunately, though, his case is not isolated. The Iranian regime 
is a totalitarian bureaucracy that persecutes Christians and people 
of other faiths as well. This is not something that they do just as 
an accident of the nature of the regime. This is in the very heart 
of their regime to suppress religious freedom of all people in viola- 
tion of numerous international obligations and treaties. So we have 
to ensure that Pastor Abedini is released, but also continue to pres- 
sure Iran to respect the natural rights of every one of its citizens. 

I yield back. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Thank you, sir. 

And any other members wish to seek recognition? If not, we 
would like to turn to the sponsor, the author of this important reso- 
lution, so he can be heard. The gentleman is recognized. 

Mr. Cassidy. Thank you. Madam Chair. Thank you, Mr. Ranking 
Member. Thank you for having me here today to discuss this reso- 
lution, and I appreciate the work that the committee has done on 
this. 

Mr. Abedini is an American, an American who, while he lived in 
Iran, converted from Islam to Christianity. He was arrested in July 
2012 when he was visiting family and working in a nonsectarian 
orphanage. The Revolutionary Guard arrested him on charges of 
activities disruptive to the state; however, when he was sentenced 
to 8 years in prison, it was due to missionary activities which took 
place a decade earlier when such activities were legal in Iran. 

During his imprisonment. Mr. Abedini reportedly has suffered 
constant pain, internal bleeding, and has not received sufficient 
medical care. On more than one occasion, he was taken to the hos- 
pital, where the physician recommended he be admitted and the 
government would not allow this. On another occasion, a nurse re- 
fused to touch him because he is a Christian. As a physician I find 
that particularly offensive. 

To further underline the immediacy of the situation, just last 
week Mr. Abedini was transferred to the notorious prison, Rajai 
Shahr, a prison facility where political prisoners simply disappear 
and/or are killed by other prisoners. He has reportedly been placed 
in a ward that houses murderers, is in a cell with other death-row 
inmates and is not allowed visitors. When Mr. Abedini’s father 
went to visit, he was denied entry, and the blankets and medica- 
tions he brought to treat his son’s internal bleeding were taken 
away. His wife Naghmeh has said that she is more concerned now 
about his safety than at any other time during his imprisonment. 

This is an American being held hostage by the Government of 
Iran. I ask that you pass this resolution out of committee so that 
we can increase pressure on Iran to release Mr. Abedini from his 
wrongful imprisonment and allow him to return back to the United 
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States where he is a citizen and to be reunited with his wife and 
his young children. 

I yield back. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Thank you, sir. 

Seeing no further requests for time, and no amendments being 
offered, the chair now moves that the committee agree to H. Res. 
147. 

All those in favor, say aye. 

All opposed, no. 

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it, and the measure 
is agreed to. 

Without objection. House Res. 147 is ordered favorably reported 
to the full committee, and the staff is directed to make any tech- 
nical and conforming changes. 

Thank you, Mr. Cassidy, for this bill. 

[Whereupon, at 2:35 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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SUBCOMMITTEE MARKUP NOTICE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6128 

Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa 
Deana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Chairman 

November 7, 2013 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

You are respectfully requested to attend an OPEN meeting of the Subcommittee on the 
Middle East and North Africa, to be held in Room 2172 of the Rayburn House Office Building 
(and available live on the Committee website at hviri:/7www.ForeienAffairs.house-gov l: 

DATE: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 

TIME: 1:50p.m. 

MARKUP OF: H.Res. 147, Calling for the release of United States citizen Saeed Abedini 

and condemning the Government of Iran for its persecution of religious 
minorities. 


By Direction of the Chairman 


The ('ommillea on Foreign Affairs seeks lo make its facilities accessible to persons with clisahililies. If you are in need of special 
acenmmodatiom, please call 202/225-5021 a: least four business dc^’s in toch’ance of the event, whenever practicable. Questions with regard to 
special accommodations in general (including availability of Committee materials in altematb'e formats and assistive listening devices) may be 
directed lo the Committee. 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

MINI riBS Ol; SUBCOMMITTEE MAliKUP 

MINUTES 0¥ SIJBCOMMU I HE ON MiUdle Bast and North Africa MARKUP 

Da y fVednesilav Bate 11/13/13 ^Uoom 3172 

Starting Tima 2:30 p.M, Fntiinn Time 2:35p.m, 

Recesses ( to > ( lo ) { lo ) ( lo ) { lo ) ( to ) 


Presiding Meinbej'(s) 
Chairman Roa-Lehtinen 


Check all of the foUomnj’ that appiyi 

Open Session [Zl Electronically Recorded (taped) f/l 

Executive (closed) Session O Stenographic Record [Zl 

Televised [/] 

BILLS FOR MARKUP: {Include bill mimber(s) and til}c(s} of legislation.) 

Markup of 11. Res. 147, Calling for the release. ofVnUed States citizen Saeed Abedini and condemning the 
Government of Iran for its persecution of religious minorities 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Ckabot, Cotton, Yoho, Vargas. Cicilline 


NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT; 
Sherman, *Cassidy 


STA'l'EMENl’S FOR THE RECOKl): (List any statements submitted for the record.) 
None 


ACTIONS TAKEN DIJRTNfi THE MARKUP: (Attach copies of legislation and amendment.';.) 
None 


RECORDED VOTES TAKEN (FOR MARKET’); (Attachfinal vote tally sheet listing each member.) 

Suliiect Yeas Nays Present Not Voting 

N/A 


TIME SCHEDULED TO RECONVEjNE 
or 

TIME AD JO LilLNED 2.-.?5 p.m. 







12 


11/13/13 Middle East and North Africa Subcommittee Markup Summary 

The Chair called up H. Res. 147 for consideration. 

H, Res. 147 (Cassidy). “Calling for the release of United States citizen Saeed Abedini and 
condemning the Government of Iran for its persecution of religious minorities.” 

H. Res. 147 was agreed to by voice vote and ordered favorably reported to the Full Committee 
by unanimous consent. 

The Subcommittee adjourned. 
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